
“the president’s own”

  

United States
Marine Band
  

      Living History: 
A celebration of the 210th anniversary  
of the United States Marine Band

m a r i n e  c h a m b e r  o r c h e s t r a   |   m a r i n e  c h a m b e r  e n s e m b l e s  



P
R
ES

O
RT

ED
FI

R
ST

 C
LA

SS
 M

A
IL

U
S 

P
O
ST

AG
E

PA
ID

W
A
SH

IN
G
TO

N
, 
D
C

PE
R
M

IT
 N

O
. 
29

3

U
n

it
ed

 S
ta

t
es

M
a

r
in

e 
B

a
n

d
 Pu

bl
ic

 A
ffa

ir
s 

O
ffi

ce
M

ar
in

e 
B
ar

ra
ck

s
8t

h 
&

 I
 S

tr
ee

ts
, 
SE

W
as

hi
ng

to
n,

 D
C 

 2
03

90
-5

00
0

  

“ t
h

e
 p

r
e

s
id

e
n

t
’s

 o
w

n
”

  





Living History 
 A celebration of the 210th anniversary  
 of the United States Marine Band

Although the Continental Marines 
were first mustered in 1775 to fight 
for America’s independence, it was 
not until July 11, 1798, that the United 
States Marine Corps was officially 
established by an Act of Congress 
signed by President John Adams.  
In addition to outlining the initial  
force of both enlisted men and 
officers, the document specifically 
included positions for 32 Marine fifers 
and drummers and a Drum Major to 
lead them. This modest provision  
represented the birth of the United 
States Marine Band. In the ensuing  
210 years, the Marine Band has  
witnessed nearly all of the nation’s 
greatest triumphs and times of sorrow. 
The band performed in the still-unfin-
ished White House in 1801 and was 
present at Gettysburg for Abraham 
Lincoln’s famous address in 1863.  
It led the state funeral procession for 
John F. Kennedy and played at Ground 
Zero to mark the one-year anniversary 
of September 11th. The Marine Band 
has served every American President 
since Adams and today stands as the 
oldest professional musical organiza-
tion in the country.  

Come celebrate the unique legacy of 
“The President’s Own” through special 
Living History concerts presented 
during the 2008 Showcase Series. 
Each performance will offer a unique 
journey back in time to experience the 
evolution of the United States Marine 
Band and highlight the people and 
events that helped shape both the  
nation and this historic institution.  

   The Marine Band musician’s red coat has  
been an icon of the organization since its  
inception in 1798. The current design has 
remained virtually unchanged for more  
than 130 years.

“ t h e  p r e s i d e n t ’ s  o w n ”    u n i t e d  s t a t e s  m a r i n e  b a n d  

  above  |  april 1, 1891: With President  
Benjamin Harrison’s permission, John Philip 
Sousa took the Marine Band on its first  
concert tour, initiating a tradition that  
continues to this day. 

 







sousa  s e ason  op en er :  on  th e  road  w i th  sousa
Sunday, January 13 at 2 p.m. 
Center for the Arts Concert Hall, George Mason University
Marine Band  |  Colonel Michael J. Colburn, conducting

This year’s John Philip Sousa celebration 
will feature selections performed during 
his tenure as Director of the Marine Band 
from 1880 to 1892. Highlights include the 
repertoire from local Washington, D.C., 
concerts, Sousa’s highly successful series 

at Philadelphia’s Academy of Music, and 
the Marine Band’s first national concert 
tours. The performance also will feature 
a special appearance by “The March King’s” 
great grandson, John Philip Sousa IV.

Living History Concerts 
  Each performance will offer a unique journey back in time to experience the evolution of the United States  
Marine Band and highlight the people and events that helped shape both the nation and this historic institution.
  

“ t h e  p r e s i d e n t ’ s  o w n ”    u n i t e d  s t a t e s  m a r i n e  b a n d  

f rom  f i f e  and  drum :  th e  e ar ly  days  o f  th e  mar i n e  b and
Sunday, January 20 at 2 p.m. 
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts Center, Northern Virginia Community College
Marine Band  |  Major Jason K. Fettig, conducting

some of the nation’s most treasured  
musical traditions.  

The Marine Band was initially designated 
as a ceremonial fife and drum corps, but 
from its earliest days it also functioned  
as a small band that included instruments 
such as oboes, clarinets, bassoons, and 
French horns. Performing the popular 
music of the day and playing for many  
important occasions in the fledgling 
nation’s capitals of Philadelphia, and  
later Washington, the Marine Band was 
already well on its way to becoming a 
permanent fixture in early American  
culture when President Jefferson first 
called it “The President’s Own.”   

Relive the first 50 years of Marine Band 
history with President Thomas Jefferson 
as he recounts his relationship with the 
band, its participation in defining national 
events, and its vital role in the birth of 



th e  dr eam  hour
Sunday, February 3 at 2 p.m.
Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center, University of Maryland
Marine Band  |  Colonel Michael J. Colburn, conducting

 “With the stirring strains of The Marines’ 
Hymn, the National Broadcasting Company 
brings you the music of the United States 
Marine Band!” This announcement began 
every script of one of the longest-running  
programs in radio history, NBC ’s “The 
Dream Hour,” which aired from 1931 until 
1954. Primarily created for shut-ins, the 
program relied heavily on audience  
participation. Patrons were asked to send  
in their musical requests, resulting in  
hundreds of letters and postcards arriving 
at Marine Barracks Washington every week.

 

“  w i l l  t h e  l e ad er  o f  th e  mar i n e  b and  
p l e as e  s e e  mrs .  l i n co ln  today?”

Sunday, January 27 at 2 p.m. 
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts Center, Northern Virginia Community College
Marine Band  |  Colonel Michael J. Colburn, conducting

Before John Philip Sousa there was Francis 
Scala, Leader of the Marine Band from 
1855 to 1871. Although Sousa is the man 
who elevated the Marine Band to world 
renown, it was Scala who first transformed 
a rag-tag group of musicians into what 
contemporary audiences would recognize 
as a modern concert band. He led the 
band through the tumultuous years of the 
Civil War as they performed at the White 
House and in and around Washington, 

and even accompanied President  
Abraham Lincoln to Gettysburg. Narrated 
by Dr. Allen Guelzo, the Henry R. Luce 
professor of the Civil War era and  
professor of history at Gettysburg College, 
this concert will trace the development  
of the band under Scala’s leadership,  
the unique repertoire performed during 
the Civil War, and the band’s relationship 
with one of the most iconic Presidents  
in American history. 

Living History Concerts 
  Each performance will offer a unique journey back in time to experience the evolution of the United States  
Marine Band and highlight the people and events that helped shape both the nation and this historic institution.
  

    top left  |  november 19, 1863: The band accompanied President Abraham Lincoln to Gettysburg, Pa., 
for the dedication of the National Cemetery and his immortal Gettysburg Address. During the  
Civil War, the Marine Band lifted spirits with concerts in Lafayette Park across from the White House.

  top right  |  1912: Future Marine Band Director Taylor Branson (far left) plays first violin with a string 
quartet from the Marine Chamber Orchestra.

 



pr es i d en t i a l  p r e f e r enc es
Sunday, February 17 at 2 p.m. 
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts Center, Northern Virginia Community College
Marine Chamber Orchestra  |  Colonel Michael J. Colburn, conducting

The directors of “The President’s Own” have always  
understood the importance of knowing the favorite  
music of the First Family. White House music historian 
Elise Kirk joins the Marine Band for a sampling of  
Presidential favorites accompanied by delightful stories 
that explain Thomas Jefferson’s devotion to string  
quartets, Abraham Lincoln’s love of American folk music, 
and Bill Clinton’s fondness for Vaughan Williams’ English 
Folk Song Suite.

th e  un i t e d  s tat es  mar i n e  b and…orchestr a
Sunday, March 30 at 2 p.m.  
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts Center, Northern Virginia Community College
Marine Chamber Orchestra  |  Major Jason K. Fettig, conducting

Since when does a band have string 
players? The Marine Band’s 19th Director, 
William H. Santelmann, served the longest 
tenure of any leader—29 years—from 
1898 to 1927. Santelmann felt that certain 
events were better suited for an orchestra 
than a concert band, and one of his first 
initiatives as Director was to require newer 
members of the organization to learn to 
play a string instrument. Within a few 
years the men were proficient enough 
to perform in public, and not a moment 

too soon. In 1906, the new “Marine Band 
Orchestra” performed for the social event of  
the day, the White House wedding of Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt’s daughter, Alice.

Join the Marine Chamber Orchestra  
in this re-creation of the musical program 
the young bride heard on her wedding 
day and learn more about the incredible 
Santelmann legacy from someone who 
knows it best: his granddaughter, Betsy 
Santelmann Grunwell.

   right  |  july 23, 1997: President Bill Clinton  
follows along in the score as then-First Lieutenant 
Michael J. Colburn conducts the Marine Chamber 
Orchestra at a White House reception.

 

   below  |  august 3, 1976: President Gerald R. 
Ford dances with first lady Betty Ford to the  
music of the Marine Dance Band at a State Dinner.
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t empo  d i  bourgeo i s
Sunday, April 20 at 2 p.m. 
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts Center, Northern Virginia Community College
Marine Band  |  Colonel John R. Bourgeois, USMC,  (Ret.), conducting

Colonel John R. Bourgeois, USMC, (Ret.) joined the 
Marine Band in 1958 as a French hornist and later 
served as 25th Director from 1979 to 1996. During 
his tenure, the Marine Band further enhanced its 
reputation with five landmark international trips. 
These performances culminated in 1990 when he 
led the band on its first visit to the former Soviet 
Union following the end of the Cold War. Colonel 
Bourgeois returns to the podium, along with 
former baritone vocalist Master Gunnery Sergeant 
Michael Ryan, USMC, (Ret.) in a concert featuring 
some of the former Director’s favorite selections.

 

mus i c  for  a  d e s er t  i s l and
Sunday, May 4 at 2 p.m. 
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts Center, Northern Virginia Community College
Marine Chamber Orchestra  |  Colonel Timothy W. Foley, USMC, (Ret.), conducting

Nineteenth Director William H. Santelmann may have created what is now known as the 
Marine Chamber Orchestra, but it was 26th Director Colonel Timothy W. Foley, USMC, 
(Ret.) who uncovered the full potential of the ensemble most frequently heard at the 
White House. During his tenure, Colonel Foley expanded the orchestra’s concert series 
and consistently explored a new and challenging repertoire with the ensemble. He returns 
to lead the chamber orchestra once again in concert, featuring a solo performance by  
Jennifer Montone, principal horn of the Philadelphia Orchestra.

 

    “The President’s Own” continues Post-Concert Chats this season,  
a series of conversations with the conductor, soloists, and guest  
artists in the lobby following select concert performances. Pre-Concert 
Ensembles also will return in 2008, performing brief and entertaining 
programs in the lobby 30 minutes prior to select Marine Band and 
Marine Chamber Orchestra concerts.



Showcase Series 
Concerts 
  Special performances by the Marine Band  
and Marine Chamber Ensembles

“ t h e  p r e s i d e n t ’ s  o w n ”    u n i t e d  s t a t e s  m a r i n e  b a n d  

mar i n e  b and
Sunday, March 2 at 2 p.m. 
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts Center, Northern Virginia Community College
Marine Band  |  Colonel Michael J. Colburn, conducting

th e  d i r e c torat e 
The Marine Band will host the 2008 conference of  
the Eastern Division of the College Band Directors 
National Association from Feb. 29 through March 2.  
The conference will culminate in a program of  
memorable music for concert band that includes  
the world première of Cantina by David Rakowski  
as well as guest soloist Philip Smith, principal trumpet 
of the New York Philharmonic.

John Philip Sousa*/ed. Byrne* and Boyd ....March, “The Directorate”
Aaron Copland..............................................Emblems
Sir Dean Goffin/trans. Bulla* ........................“Victorious”  |  Philip Smith, cornet soloist
Bernard Herrmann ........................................Suite for Band from The Devil and Daniel Webster

*Member, U.S. Marine Band

Friday, March 14 at 7 p.m. 
Center for the Arts Concert Hall, George Mason University
Marine Band  |  Captain Michelle A. Rakers, conducting

Aaron Copland.............................................An Outdoor Overture  
Nicholas Maw ..............................................American Games   
Umberto Giordano/arr. Vanninetti ...............Selections from Andrea Chenier 

nat i ona l  t rumpe t  compe t i t i on 
Featuring solo performances by David Krauss, principal trumpet of the Metropolitan  
Opera Orchestra, and Vincent DiMartino, the W. George Matton professor of music at 
Centre College in Danville, Ky.



Wednesday, March 19 at 7:30 p.m. 
Armstrong Concert Hall, Shenandoah University
Marine Band  |  Major Jason K. Fettig, conducting

water  mus i c
John Philip Sousa* .......................................“Manhattan Beach”  
Sir Malcolm Arnold .......................................Water Music, Opus 82  
Percy Grainger ..............................................“Molly on the Shore”  
David Maslanka  ...........................................Tears (1994)
Ron Nelson  ..................................................Savannah River Holiday Overture

Sunday, May 11 at 2 p.m. 
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts Center, Northern Virginia Community College
Marine Band  |  Colonel Michael J. Colburn, conducting

th e  br i t i sh  a r e  com ing !
Before the 20th century, most fans of classical music would be hard pressed to name 
more than a few British composers, but how quickly things can change! Composers like 
Sir Edward Elgar, Gustav Holst, Ralph Vaughan Williams, and Sir William Walton have  
produced repertoire that is the highlight of many band and orchestra programs around 
the world. This concert recognizes the invaluable contributions of British composers,  
with a special focus on their influence on the development of the concert band.

Gustav Holst .................................................Prelude and Scherzo, Hammersmith, Opus 52
Sir William Walton/trans. Patterson* ...........Scapino, A Comedy Overture
Ralph Vaughan Williams/trans. Colburn* ..... Scherzo and Finale from Symphony No. 4  

in F minor 

*Member, U.S. Marine Band

Sunday, May 25 at 8 p.m. 
Filene Center, Wolf Trap National Park for the Performing Arts
Marine Band  |  Colonel Michael J. Colburn, conducting

Start your summer with a bang as the Marine Band once again kicks off Wolf Trap’s  
concert season. In addition to plenty of Sousa marches and spectacular solos,  
the program will feature a special centenary tribute to the American composer Leroy  
Anderson. And as always, the concert will be followed by a stunning fireworks display  
on the grounds of Wolf Trap. Don’t miss it!



“ t h e  p r e s i d e n t ’ s  o w n ”    u n i t e d  s t a t e s  m a r i n e  b a n d  

Sunday, February 24 at 2 p.m. 
John Philip Sousa Band Hall, Marine Barracks Annex
Marine Brass and Percussion Ensembles

Charles Ives/arr. Crees ..................................Variations on “America”
Carlos Surinach ............................................“Ritmo Jondo” (1952)
Einojuhani Rautavaara .................................A Requiem in Our Time
Daniel McCarthy ...........................................Knock Yourself Out (2007)
Gabriel Fauré/arr. Novak* .............................Pavane, Opus 50
Derek Bourgeois ...........................................Blitz, Opus 65 (1980)

Sunday, February 10 at 2 p.m. 
John Philip Sousa Band Hall, Marine Barracks Annex
Marine Chamber Ensembles

Johann Sebastian Bach ................................Two Arias
Dennis DeSantis ...........................................+8 (2000)
Richard Strauss/arr. Hasenöhrl .....................Till Eulenspiegel—einmal anders!, Opus 28
Harald Genzmer ............................................Trio for Flute, Viola, and Harp (1947)
George Anthiel ..............................................A Jazz Symphony (1925, rev. 1955)

mar i n e  chamber  ens emb l e s

*Member, U.S. Marine Band

Sunday, March 9 at 2 p.m. 
John Philip Sousa Band Hall, Marine Barracks Annex
Marine Chamber Ensembles

Sergei Prokofiev .......................................... Overture on Hebrew Themes, Opus 34 (1919)
Arnold Cooke ............................................... Three Songs of Innocence (1957)
Charles Wuorinen ........................................ The Winds (1977)
Paul Bowles ................................................. Music for a Farce (1938)
Gioachino Rossini/ed. Des̆palj..................... Duetto in D
Eric Ewazen ................................................. Trio (1992)

Saturday, February 16 at 2 p.m. 
John Philip Sousa Band Hall, Marine Barracks Annex

mar in e  b and  conc er to  compe t i t i on
Come and enjoy performances by the finalists in the inaugural Marine Band Concerto 
Competition. Talented high school musicians were selected through applications from 
across the country and will travel to Washington, D.C., to compete for an opportunity to 
appear as soloist with the Marine Band. 



Sunday, April 6 at 2 p.m. 
John Philip Sousa Band Hall, Marine Barracks Annex
Marine Chamber Ensembles

Paquito D’Rivera...........................................Aires Tropicales (1994)
Giuseppe Torelli/arr. Tarr ............................... Sonata in D for Trumpet, Strings,  

and Continuo, G.1
Fisher Tull ..................................................... Concertino da Camera for Saxophone  

and Brass Quintet (1987)
Antonino Pasculli .........................................Omaggio a Bellini 
Igor Stravinsky .............................................Berceuses du chat (1915)
Igor Stravinsky .............................................“Elegy for J.F.K.”  (1964)
David N. Baker .............................................Hommage à l’Histoire (1994)

Sunday, April 27 at 2 p.m. 
John Philip Sousa Band Hall, Marine Barracks Annex
Marine Chamber Ensembles

Johann Sebastian Bach ...............................  Prelude and Fugue No. 8 in E-flat minor from 
The Well Tempered Clavier, BWV 853

Stephen Mager ............................................ Illuminations (2001)
Ian Clarke ....................................................Zoom Tube (1999)
Eric Mandat .................................................One Liners (2000)
Ludwig van Beethoven................................Sextet, Opus 71
Paul Moravec ...............................................Fantasia from Tempest Fantasy (2002)

Sunday, May 18 at 2 p.m. 
John Philip Sousa Band Hall, Marine Barracks Annex 
Marine Chamber Ensembles

Ernst von Dohnányi ...................................... Serenade for Violin, Viola, and  
Cello in C, Opus 10 (1902)

Maurice Ravel ...............................................Sonata for Violin and Cello (1922)
Quincy Porter ................................................Suite for Viola Alone (1930)
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart ..........................String Quartet in D minor, K. 421

*Member, U.S. Marine Band

“ The Marine Band is the only force that cannot be  

transferred from the Washington area without my  

express permission and, let it be hereby announced  

that we, the Marine Band and I, intend to hold the  

White House against all odds.” 

— president john f. kennedy



Summer Fare 
  

“ t h e  p r e s i d e n t ’ s  o w n ”    u n i t e d  s t a t e s  m a r i n e  b a n d  

mar in e  b and 
For more than 200 years, the Marine Band has performed outdoor summer concerts. The 
tradition continues this summer, June through August, on the National Mall. These concerts 
feature light classics, country music, contemporary jazz, and popular band favorites, and are 
ideal for families and groups.

The 2008 summer season will include performances at 8 p.m., Wednesdays, on the  
U.S. Capitol’s West Terrace and 8 p.m., Thursdays, at the Sylvan Theater, on the grounds  
of the Washington Monument.

mar in e  chamber  orch es tra  summer  s e r i e s
Saturdays, June 14, July 12, and August 16 at 7:30 p.m. 
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts Center, Northern Virginia Community College
Programs to be determined. Visit www.marineband.usmc.mil for updates.

fa l l  chamber  s e r i e s
Sundays, October 12, October 19 and October 26 at 2 p.m. 
John Philip Sousa Band Hall 
Marine Barracks Annex
Programs to be determined. Visit www.marineband.usmc.mil for updates.

 

    Outdoor performances are weather permitting and subject to change. Concert cancellations  
will be announced by 6 p.m., on the 24-hour Concert Information Line (202) 433-4011.



John Williams  
Conducts “The  
President’s Own”

John Williams, renowned composer and 
laureate conductor of the Boston Pops  
Orchestra, returns to once again conduct 
the Marine Band in the concluding perfor- 
mance of its 210th anniversary celebration. 
Mr. Williams has conducted most of the 
major orchestras in America and has 
composed the music for more than 100 
films, including the Star Wars Trilogy, 
the Indiana Jones and Harry Potter films, 
Jurassic Park, E.T. (the Extra Terrestrial), 
Saving Private Ryan, Superman, Jaws, and 
Schindler’s List. He has been awarded five 
Oscars, four Golden Globes, four Emmys 
and 20 Grammys for his work.  

In 2003, Mr. Williams led the Marine Band 
in a concert of his music. The following 
year, the band offered a tribute to his 
distinguished career with a command 
performance at the 2004 Kennedy Center 
Honors. Of his experiences with “The 
President’s Own,” Mr. Williams said, “My 
father, who was a professional musician, 
always imparted the idea that the maxi-
mum quality of wind and brass playing in 
our country was the U.S. Marine Band— 
so it was then, and so it is today.” 

Sunday, July 20 at 8 p.m. 
The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 
Marine Band  |  Special guest John Williams, conducting
Free, tickets required

“ My father, who was a professional musician,  

always imparted the idea that the maximum  

quality of wind and brass playing in our country 

was the U.S. Marine Band—so it was then,  

and so it is today.” — john williams



The 2008 Venues

   Center for the Arts Concert Hall 
George Mason University 
Braddock Road and Route 123 
Fairfax, VA 22030 
(703) 993-8888 
www.gmu.edu/cfa

   Dekelbourn Concert Hall 
Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center 
University of Maryland 
Stadium Drive and Route 193 
College Park, MD 20742 
(301) 405-2787 
www.claricesmithcenter.umd.edu

    Filene Center 
Wolf Trap National Park  
for the Performing Arts 
1645 Trap Road 
Vienna, VA 22182 
(703) 255-1900 
www.wolftrap.org

   John Philip Sousa Band Hall 
Marine Barracks Annex 
600 Virginia Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20003 
(202) 433-5809/4011 
www.marineband.usmc.mil

   Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall  
and Arts Center 
Northern Virginia Community College 
3001 North Beauregard Street 
Alexandria, VA 22311-5097 
(703) 845-6156 
www.nvcc.edu/schlesingercenter

   Armstrong Concert Hall 
Shenandoah University 
1460 University Drive 
Winchester, VA 22601 
(800) 432-2266 
www.su.edu

   The John F. Kennedy Center  
for the Performing Arts 
2700 F Street, NW  
Washington, DC 20566 
(800) 444-1324 
www.kennedy-center.org 

 
 

 
Schedule subject to change.  
For more information, call (202) 433-4011  
or visit www.marineband.usmc.mil.

“The President’s Own” performs in some of the finest venues throughout the metropolitan 
Washington, D.C., area. Though all performances are free, tickets may be required. For more 
information, please visit www.marineband.usmc.mil or call the Concert Information Line  
at (202) 433-4011.



  top  |  1864: Famed Civil War photographer  
Matthew Brady captured the Marine Band in  
the earliest known photograph of the band.

  left  |  circa 1890: Twenty-five-year-old John 
Philip Sousa was appointed 17th Director on 
October 1, 1880, a post he held for 12 years. 
During this time, the band made its first concert 
tour, premiered many of Sousa’s most famous 
marches, and produced some of the first record-
ings ever made.

  lower left  |  1890: The Marine Band recorded 
more than 60 titles on wax cylinders for the  
Columbia Phonograph Company. These record-
ings were among the most popular recordings  
of the time. 

  bottom  |  november 25, 1963: As the nation 
mourned and the world watched, the Marine 
Band, at the request of Mrs. Kennedy, led the 
funeral procession for President John F. Kennedy. 
Ten days later, the Marine Band performed for 
John F. Kennedy Jr.’s third birthday party at the 
White House. 

 

   Living 
History






